
KEY VOCABULARY IN MUSIC ACROSS ALL PHASES 

 

 

 
 

Words to describe 
sounds 

Instruments 
 

Musical terms 
Extended vocabulary 

For Key Stage 1 

loud 
quiet 
high 
low 
long 
short 
fast 
slow 

tambourine 
bells 
shaker 
drum 
triangle 
Chime bar 
claves 
beaters 
Rain shaker 
castanets 

beat 
pulse 
rhythm 
timbre 
pitch 
duration 
dynamics 
tempo 

Performance /performer 
Composer / composition 
Practise / rehearse 
Inspired / inspiration 
Orchestra  
instruments 
Musician / performer 
traditional 
classical 
contemporary 

 


